Minimal residual disease in vitro of a pre-B-lymphoma.
We have studied the survival of clonogenic neoplastic cells of a murine pre-B-lymphoma (BCl-1) of the spleen in culture. We have found quantitative deficiencies such as reduced surface adherence of stromal cells and impaired CFU-F (colony forming units-fibroblast) and pre-CFU-F colony and layer formation in stromal cultures of lymphoma bearing spleen, as compared to cultures from normal spleen. There are two populations of clonogenic BCl-1 lymphoma cells surviving in culture: one population is surface adherent, and the other is non-adherent. Both populations transmit the lymphoma to healthy indicator mice. We hope that this model will be helpful in studying minimal residual leukemic disease [1] in culture.